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1. Significant renovation and construction work has continued to bring us closer to our goal of opening a new outreach /
retreat center in the former school building. Completed (or near completed) aspects of the project now include: Eucharistic
Adoration chapel, first floor offices, first floor dining room, industrial kitchen, first floor bathrooms, third floor guest bathroom/
shower facilities, indoor food pantry, first floor and basement storage centers, new sprinkler systems throughout the building,
and work has begun on the third floor guest bedrooms. COVID-19 restrictions permitting, we hope to be ready to open our
doors by the end of summer.

2. Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic our weekly food pantry has moved outside and more than TRIPLED in the
number of guests served each week. We are currently serving between 400 and 600 cars in our new “drive-thru pantry”
line, about 100 guests on foot, and up to 300 senior citizens through a new grocery delivery partnership EACH WEEK.

3. This year our ability to have regular clothing/household goods give-aways has been limited due to COVID-19
restrictions, but we did find ways to use our new storage spaces in the former school building to store new school supplies
and winter coats that were generously supplied by parish drives until we had enough to coordinate one-time large,
socially-distanced distributions. This year we gave away nearly 1000 new backpacks filled with school supplies and over
3000 new winter coats, most of which went to children.

4. COVID couldn’t stop Christmas and Thanksgiving at Mission OLA! Our usual neighborhood parties looked different this
year, but we were still able to make sure that over 1400 were taken care of for Thanksgiving and nearly 5000 new
Christmas gifts were distributed to families in need in a safe, socially-distanced manner.

